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The Cleveland Museunn of Art 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Ginger Parker 

August 6, 1997 (216) 421-7340, ext. 265 

Come Chalk With Us at the 8th Annual Chalk Festival! 

(Cleveland, OH) From the cobblestone streets of 16th-century Italy to the modern- 
day sidewalks of Cleveland, chalk artists have celebrated their art for centuries with 
colorful sidewalk art. In honor of this Italian Renaissance art form, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art invites all chalkers and would-be chalkers to its 8th Annual Chalk 
Festival on Saturday and Sunday, September 27 and 28, from 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

People of all skill levels are welcomed to participate in this fun and colorful 
two-day festival held at the museum's south facade between Rodin's The Thinker and 
the Fine Arts Garden lagoon. Participants can rent a small square of pavement with a 
12-color box of chalk for $5 or a large square with a 24-color box of chalk for $10. 

The festival will also feature puppets, costumed characters, and an eclectic 
array of live musical entertainment. On Saturday, Figure 8, an adult contemporary 
group, will play from 1 1 ;30 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. Later in the afternoon, chalkers can 
chalk to the Celtic sounds of Clan Cross from 2 to 4 p.m. On Sunday, Blues de Ville 
will take the stage and play rock, rhythm and blues from 1 1 :30 a.m. to 1 ;30 p.m.; later, 
Travis Haddix & THB will perform with its Memphis horn section from 2 to 4 p m. 
And in honor of the festival's Italian roots, this year's food and drinks will be a variety 
of Italian pastries, iced mocha and lemonade. The festival and all entertainment is free. 

Two weeks prior to the festival, the museum will offer a two-part series of 
workshops on chalk artistry. Participants should choose one of the two sessions 
offered for each week. A Chalk Making Workshop will be offered on Wednesday, 
September 17 or Friday, September 19 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. In this workshop, 
participants will learn to make chalk by using an old world recipe with new world 
materials. A Street Painting Workshop will be held on Wednesday, September 24 or 
Friday, September 26 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Chalk artists will share their professional 
techniques for masking, stenciling, shading and enlarging a picture. 
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One fee of $15 for individuals and $35 for families covers a session of each workshop; 
to register, call 421-7340, ext. 483. Children under 15 must register with an adult. 

This year's featured chalk artists are Alison Egan, Arthur Furlow, Dyane 
Hronek Hanslik, Wendy Mahon-Hills, Alan Peters, Angelica Pozo, and Bruno Casiano 
and the artists of Julia DeBurgos Cultural Arts Center. The museum's own Robin 
VanLear, festival director and CMA community arts coordinator, will also create a 
chalk painting. VanLear, a talented artist who has worked in this large scale chalk 
format for ten years, will draw an 8-by-8-foot street painting inspired by two works of 
art in the museum's permanent collection. The mural will combine CMA's earliest 
sculpture of a human figure — Stargazer, a marble statuette from 3,000 B.C. — ^with the 
1968 geometrically-inspired painting Prw/wa by Op artist Richard Anuskiewicz, a 
graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Art. Together the two pieces span 5,000 years 
of art. VanLear's chalk art will be on exhibit outside the museum's main entrance. 

Over the years, the Chalk Festival has grown into a popular community art 
project, drawing thousands of art lovers. Last year, a total of 4,000 people attended 
the festival — 500 more than the year before. VanLear attributes the festival's growing 
success to the public's willingness to participate. "Chalk is a very non-threatening 
medium because it can wash away... So pretty much everyone is willing to do it. You'll 
have professional artists and people who don't consider themselves artists working side 
by side." 

Chalk paintings first began surfacing on the streets of Italy during the height of 
Renaissance art. Beggars and amputees would earn a meager living by drawing 
replicas of Raphael's Madonnas on the sidewalks outside of the basilicas. These street 
artists came to be known as I Madoimari — painters of the Madonna. 

The museum will be open its normal hours during the Chalk Festival from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free to the museum. 



